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tools to troubleshoot your instrument, 4) to maintain a healthy vocal life, and 5) to gain

knowledge that can be applied to teaching other singers of all voice types and styles.

Topics to be tested include:

○ $OLJQPHQW: basic body posture and relevant structures

○ 5HVSLUDWLRQ� anatomy and physiology; voluntary vs involuntary control

○ 3KRQDWLRQ� anatomy and physiology of the larynx and vocal folds

○ 5HVRQDQFH�$UWLFXODWLRQ� anatomy and physiology of the vocal tract and articulators

○ $FRXVWLFV: source/filter interactions, sound, spectrographs, analysis

○ 5HVRQDQFH�5HJLVWUDWLRQ� corresponding changes of the vocal tract and articulators during

registration events

○ $XGLWRU\ DQG 3V\FKRDFRXVWLFV� anatomy and physiology of hearing and perception

○ 1HXURVFLHQFH RI 6LQJLQJ� the control center, “why we sing?”: convergent and direct

evolution

○ &OLQLFDO ,VVXHV DQG 9RFDO +HDOWK� common issues affecting singers and corresponding

treatments

9RFDO 3HGDJRJ\

This exam is only open to Graduate Level students and may take up to 90 minutes to complete.

The Vocal Pedagogy placement exam covers both the theory of vocal pedagogy and its practical

application. The exam is open to graduate students who have significant previous experience

teaching voice or whose transcripts demonstrate significant coursework in vocal pedagogy at the

undergraduate level. It determines whether those students may opt out of APP 603 Vocal

Pedagogy.

The first two sections of the exam cover pedagogical theory.

In the first section (15 points), you will be asked to describe your teaching philosophy (best

practices supporting effective teaching in general) as well as your pedagogical principles

(aspects that correspond to efficient healthy vocal technique).

In the second section (30 points), you will be asked to list and discuss some of the resources

available to voice teachers, such as collections of repertoire and exercises. You will also be

asked to summarize the writings of a few important post-World War II pedagogues, or important

books on vocal pedagogy. You may choose any pedagogues and/or books you wish, so long as the

writings are available in English.

The third and fourth sections of the exam address the more practical aspects of teaching voice.

The third section (30 points) focuses on the repertoire and exercises you might use with

particular students, and also gives you the opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of

specific vocal issues.
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Finally, in the fourth section (25 points), you will be asked to evaluate a video clip of a young

singer. These sections of the exam emphasize the questions you might ask students as well as the

answers you would give.

)RUHLJQ /DQJXDJHV

Open to MM, PSC/AD students.

Students who may be proficient in French, Italian, and/or German may take the placement exam

of those languages to receive advanced placement unless this is your native language.

Please contact the instructor below at least 24-hours before the scheduled test day to sign-up

for a placement exam spot during Orientation:

Italian Language Optional Placement Test

Stefania Fili
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